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What is the Local Authority Local Offer?  

From September 2014 Local Authorities (LA) and schools are required to 

publish and keep under review information about services they expect to 

be available for children and young people with special educational needs 

(SEN) aged 0-25. This is called the 'Local Offer'.  

The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice for families and will 

also be an important resource for parents in understanding the range of 

services and provision in the local area.  

Further information about the Local Offer can be found on the County 

Durham Families Information Service (FIS) web-

site.                                                                                                             

                            

General Information  

Welcome to our SEND information page booklet. Hopefully you will find 

everything that you need.  The following are the main contacts for Special 

Educational Needs and Disability at Edmondsley Primary School: 

Mrs Angela Rees is the Head Teacher 

Mrs Helen Johnson is our designated SEN Governor 

Mrs Jennie Anderson is our designated Special Educational Needs Co-

ordinator   

The following areas are the responsibility of the SENCO and the Manage-

ment Team: 

 The daily implementation of the school SEND policy  

 Liaising and advising teaching staff and Learning Support  

 Assistants (LSAs) on SEND matters  

 Managing Learning Support Assistants  

 Coordinating the provision for pupils with SEND  

 Overseeing the records of all children with SEND and updating 

 files  

 Contributing to the in-service training of staff  

 Liaison with parents/carers and outside agencies  

 Keeping the SEND register up to date  

 Overseeing the production and evaluation of Short Notes, Support

 Plans and annual reviews of those children with an Education Health 

 Care Plan. 

 
 

 

http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/localoffer.page?%3cbr%20/%3elocalofferchannel=0
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/localoffer.page?%3cbr%20/%3elocalofferchannel=0
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/localoffer.page?%3cbr%20/%3elocalofferchannel=0


 

 

 

At Edmondsley Primary School  we recognise that all pupils are entitled to a quali-

ty of provision that will enable them to achieve their potential. We believe in posi-

tive intervention, removing barriers to learning, raising expectations and levels of 

achievement and working in partnership with other agencies in order to provide a 

positive educational experience for all our pupils including those with a special 

educational need or disability.  

Our school recognises there are particular groups of pupils whose circumstances 

require additional consideration by those who work with them to support their 

SEND. 

At Edmondsley Primary School we ensure that all pupils, regardless of their  

specific needs make the best possible progress.  

There are now four broad areas of SEND, these are:   

 

Communication and Interaction -  This area of need includes children    with Au-

tism Spectrum Condition and those with Speech, Language and Communication 

Needs  

Cognition and Learning - This includes children with Specific Learning Difficul-

ties, Moderate Learning Difficulties, Severe Learning Difficulties and Profound 

and Multiple Learning Difficulties 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties - This includes any pupils who 

have an emotional, social or mental health need that is impacting on their ability 

to learn 

Sensory and/or Physical Difficulties - This area includes children with hearing 

impairment, visual impairment, multi-sensory impairment and physical difficulties. 

Types of SEND at the School 

 
At Edmondsley Primary School, we have experience of supporting children and 

young people with a wide range of needs.  

The school provides data on the levels and types of need to the Local Authori-

ty.  This is collected through the school census.  We currently have staff in 

school who have attended training on: 

 

 Speech and Language Development 

 Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

 Movement Difficulties 

 Specific Learning Difficulties including dyslexia 

 Attachment Disorder 

 Listening Matters 



 
 Identification 

The first person to identify that a child has special education needs may be: 

 Yourself as a parent or carer 

 The class teacher 

 A health visitor 

 Another medical professional 

  

If it seems that your child may have special educational needs, your child’s 

class teacher or the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) will assess: 

  

 What your child is good at and what they need help with 

 What your child would benefit from to access the curriculum 

 How best to help your child learn 

  

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress and feel that there 

may be an underlying barrier to learning, please contact us to discuss your 

concerns with either your child's teacher or the school SENCO. 

  

How will you support my child? 

Most children will be supported through Quality First Teaching (QFT) which 

means that lesson delivery, activities and resources will be differentiated to 

meet their individual needs.  For children who have more complex needs or 

disabilities, the level of support may require more intensive or specialised 

support. The school may liaise with external agencies in order to seek advice 

for the pupil. Interventions used at this time will be recorded on a costed 

provision map and support timetable. Support may include: 

 Help to maintain QFT (through group support, making special resources) 

 Teachers, teaching assistants and the SENCO continuing to work together 

to find ways to support your child in school. 

 School seeking additional advice from outside specialists such as health 

professionals or educational psychologists who may carry out further 

assessment of your child’s needs, provide advice to schools and suggest 

resources to help your child make progress. 
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Individual Support Plans 

Any child with SEND will have an INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT PLAN which details 

what the school, the class teacher and the SENCO plan to do to help the child 

learn and progress. It will be written in collaboration with the parent and the 

child, wherever possible. Our staff, work in partnership with parents and the 

SENCO to find ways to support each child with their needs, including giving par-

ents ideas on how to help their child at home. 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT PLAN: 

 Short term targets for the child which are linked to their needs;  

 Details of any extra support the child will get;  

 Who will give the child help;  

 How often the child will get help;  

 How and when the school will monitor the child’s progress (every half 

term); 

 It will be written alongside the child and the parents, who will have a di-

rect input. 

 

Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
 
If a child’s needs are very complex and/or severe we may ask the Local Authority 

to carry out an Education, Health and Care Assessment (this is a very small num-

ber of children—approximately 2% nationally): 

 

 This is a very detailed assessment of each child’s needs. Parents or carers, 

the school and a range of professionals will all be asked to provide written 

reports.  

 At the end of the assessment phase the Local Authority will consider 

these reports to help decide whether or not to issue an     Education, 

Health and Care Plan for the child.  

 Parents/carers also have the right to ask the Local Authority to carry out 

this assessment although it is usually best if you can do this with the sup-

port of the school.  

 Education, Health and Care Assessment is only appropriate for a small num-

ber of children. Your school SENCO or the Parent Partnership Service will 

be able to advise you about this. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Finance 

 
With the new arrangements for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) there is a call for greater transparency regarding how schools fund     

support for children with identified needs. 

Schools receive funding based on a formula and this notional budget is used to 

help provide appropriate support for children. 

Schools are expected to show a commitment of £6000 per child with an Educa-

tion Health and Care Plan (EHCP) before additional funding may be sought. This 

spend is detailed on a costed provision map. 

 

 

Secondary School Transition 

 

We have a strong partnership with our feeder secondary schools to provide an 

enhanced level of transition for those who we feel would benefit from this. This 

takes the form of additional visits for pupils, one to one / small group working 

with secondary school staff or pupil mentoring from secondary schools.  

 

Throughout the final year at primary school, a transition worker visits the chil-

dren regularly and works alongside them on several projects. 

 

The period of transition depends on the individual needs of the pupil. If it is felt 

appropriate, secondary school colleagues will attend Annual Reviews to meet the 

current class teacher, parents and most importantly the pupil. We have found this 

strategy particularly useful in easing any worries or concerns parents and pupils 

may have. We are particularly keen to involve parents/carers as much as possible 

in their child’s transition to secondary school. School staff will take opportunities 

to work alongside parents/carers to visit secondary schools in advance of second-

ary placement applications being submitted to the Local Authority. This ensures 

parents/carers can make the most informed placement decision for their child. 

When a secondary school has been allocated to the child, parents are fully in-

volved and consulted at all stages of the transition process.  
 
 



 
School Admissions 

 

Staff and Governors at Edmondsley Primary School welcome you to read our 

school brochure. We hope you find it informative and that it guides you to 

make the right choice of school for your child. Visit the Durham County 

Council website for information regarding the school admission process and 

primary school admissions. 

To appeal against an admission decision visit: School admissions-appeals.  For 

further information please view Durham County Primary Admission Criteria 

 

If you have any questions about Admissions or School SEND Information 

Report please contact the school and we will try our best to help you. 

 

Applying for a school place if your child has an Educa-

tion, Health and Care Plan or a Statement of SEN 
 

Children and young people with an Education, Health and Care Plan (or State-

ment of Special Education Needs) follow a different admission and transfer 

process for a new school.  Please continue to complete Durham County Coun-

cil’s parental preference form, as part of the admission process to a new 

school.  You continue to have a right to request a particular school and this 

will be considered alongside the information that we have about your child’s 

special educational needs.  The information would have been provided as part 

of the Education, Health and Care assessment or following the review meet-

ing. 

All of our policies can are available to view through  our website but the 

most important ones for children with SEND are: 

 Accessibility plan 

 Equality Policy 

 Inclusion Policy 

 Anti-Bullying Policy 

 Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions 

 

http://www.edmondsley.durham.sch.uk/aboutus/34737
http://www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Service.aspx?ServiceId=7770
http://www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Service.aspx?ServiceId=7807
http://www.durham.gov.uk/schoolappeals%20
http://www.edmondsley.durham.sch.uk/send/35245
http://www.edmondsley.durham.sch.uk/contacts/25


 
External Agencies and Partnerships 

The links for all of these agencies can be found on our SEND Information Re-

port on our website. 

 Learning Difficulties and Disability Support Service  

 Central Durham Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAHMS)  

 Durham SEND Information  

 Durham Educational Psychology Service  

 Durham Movement Difficulties Service  

 Educational Social Workers  

 Health Agencies, particularly School Nurse Service  

 Special Educational Needs - Inclusion Team  

 Looked After Children  

 Medical Practitioners  

 Occupational Therapy  

 Pre-School Social Communication Assessment Team (SCAT)  

 School Parent Support Advisor Mrs Rachel Stevens  

 Speech and Language Therapy  

 The Service for Hearing Impaired  

 The Service for the Visually Impaired  

 Tree Tops Occupational Therapy  

 Autistic Spectrum Support Team  

 One Point Children’s Service   

 Parent Partnership  

 Stronger Families  

 Education Welfare Service  

 First Contact 

 

Feedback 

 
We are always seeking to improve on the quality of education we provide for 

children with SEND and are keen to hear from parents about their child’s expe-

rience.  We would also like your views about the content of our SEND Infor-

mation Report. Please complete the feedback form on the SEND Information 

Report on our website or call in to talk to the head-teacher (Mrs A Rees), the 

SENCO (Mrs J Anderson) or the SEND Governor (Mrs H Johnson). 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2386/Special-educational-needs-support
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/organisation.page?id=Ie0wpb_gjck
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2990/Educational-Psychology-Service
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/organisation.page?id=EzTN4cSjzBE&
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/organisation.page?id=138g082EKC4
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2961/Support-for-looked-after-children
http://www.cddft.nhs.uk/our-services/community-health-services/children's-services/children's-speech-and-language-therapy.aspx
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3074/Hearing-impairment---working-in-partnership
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/organisation.page?id=xsGtWgBxrIk&
http://www.treetopsoccupationaltherapy.co.uk/
http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/organisation.page?id=bFvPodf-Fpc
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/3729/One-Point-Hubs
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2991/Parent-Partnership-Service
http://www.durham.gov.uk/strongerfamilies
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2341/Education-Welfare-Service
http://www.durham.gov.uk/firstcontact

