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This leaflet is designed to share information 

with parents/carers of Edmondsley Primary 

School’s journey to  improve playtimes for all.  

The aims are to  

 

1. educate children about Bullying 

2. share information of how staff are pro-

actively teaching Social Skills 

3. improve Social Skills of children 

through an initiative called OPAL 

(Outdoor Play and Learning) 
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Edmondsley Primary and Nursery School 

In September 2014, the views of parents, children, staff 

and governors were collated to form  

‘Our School Promise.’ 

Our School Promise relays some of the values which 

We actively encourage in school.    

Our School Promise  

 

Polite and Caring, that’s what we are 

Respect and Kindness, takes us far. 

Open and Honest, we don’t tell lies. 

Manners are important, everyone tries. 

I is in United, teamwork’s the prize. 

Strive to be, the best we can be. 

Everyone Aims High At Edmondsley! 



What we did last year to start 

our journey of improving Social 

Skills and prevent Bullying. 

1. Increased number of adults outside at play 

times and lunchtimes. 

2. Lunchtime Supervisors wear brightly coloured 

uniforms so they can easily be seen.  

3. Shared values and behaviour expectations 

through daily assemblies. 

4. School Promise created. Children are rewarded 

when our School Promise is kept.  

5. Celebration Assembly carried out weekly.  Cer-

tificates linked to School Promise to further re-

mind children of how they will receive positive 

attention.  

6. Staff including head teacher met regularly 

with parents of children who needed support. 

7. Year 6 ‘Buddies’ are encouraged to write com-

ments—both positive and negative in the ‘Buddy 

Box’.  These are read and followed up by the Head 

Teacher.   

8. Teachers teach children about what Bullying is 

and what to do if children feel they are being bul-

lied.  Teachers teach children how to be a good 

friend.  

9. Lunchtime Supervisors communicate daily with 

Head Teacher regarding positive behaviours and 

any unwanted behaviour. Head Teacher follows up 

both types of behaviours.  

10. Head Teacher discussed Bullying with groups 

of children throughout school to gain an insight 

into children’s views.  

11. Children participated in Junior Neighbourhood 

Watch Programme and became Mini Police.  

This year 

Improving children’s Social Skills  in order for 

them to become better citizens is one focus on 

our School Development Plan.  This has been 

agreed by our Governing Body.  

Some actions taken so far this year ... 

1. Class teachers are communicating with parents 

via class newsletters how Personal Development is 

taught.  This highlights that we do not expect 

Social Development to just happen naturally.  

Skills are explicitly taught and staff are taking a 

proactive approach.  

2.  Mrs Ruddick is leading the school towards the 

‘Arts Mark’ Award.   This is a widely recognised 

award which when achieved, proves that chil-

dren's Social, Moral, Cultural and Spiritual devel-

opment has been well planned for in the school 

curriculum and led to improvements in children’s 

behaviour.  

3. Children have been divided into ‘Castles’ and 

are rewarded individually for efforts but more 

importantly a sense of ‘togetherness’ and team-

work is being developed.  This will encourage chil-

dren to ‘look out’ for each other and ‘speak out’ 

for their friends if they see bullying behaviours.  

4. Just as in Literacy or Mathematics, support is 

given to individual children whose social skills are 

not at the same level as their peers.    While you 

may not hear about other children’s support for 

literacy and mathematics, you are more likely to 

hear about a child’s poor social skills as this is 

more likely to effect your child.   We understand 

this and will continue to listen to your concerns.  

 

Staff in school are extremely excited about our 

OPAL project. 

Adult Play Leaders have been appointed and train-

ing is underway.  They will provide new fresh ex-

citing play opportunities for children throughout 

the school day.  Mrs Baker, our Reception Teach-

er is leading this initiative.  

OPAL is recognised by Ofsted ... 

“Pupils show respect for others in many situa-

tions, for example through the harmonious 

relationships evident at playtimes. Pupils en-

joy the variety of stimulating opportunities 

for creative play, which have helped to elimi-

nate almost all incidents of inappropriate be-

haviour. This has added to pupils’ enjoyment 

of school.” 

We will keep you updated with OPAL news regu-

larly.  Michael Follett, the OPAL director will be 

visiting school to talk to Parents and how Ed-

mondsley Primary School is striving to improve 

playtime for all.  

 

Please see this week’s OPAL newsletter.  

 

OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) 


