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Why is light important at Christmas? 

Y2 Autumn 2 
 

RE PLANS: WHAT IS THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS? 
 

Knowledge and Understanding / Personal Reflection 
(see pages 5-7 of the Agreed Syllabus) 

Key Question: 
 

Why is light important at Christmas? 
 

Year Group:   2 
Term:   Autumn 2  
Number of hours:  4 (approx.) 

Core Knowledge and Understanding based on the 4 RE concepts 
 

 The Nativity story. 

 Symbols of light in the story. 

 Ways in which Christians think about Jesus – the Christingle. 
 

The Big Picture 

 Pupils will learn about the symbols of light in the Christmas story (star, angels) and other 
ways in which light is used as a symbol at Christmas (halo, candles).  

 Pupils will learn about the Christingle symbol and its meaning.  

 Pupils will reflect on their own feelings and experiences about light. 
 

Pitch of Work and Assessment 
LEVEL 2 
Pupils will:  

 retell the Nativity story and suggest meaning for symbols of light in story 

 identify and suggest meaning for Christingle symbols 

 reflect on their own experience and feelings connected with light and be aware of other 
people’s feelings. 

LEVEL 1  
Pupils will: 

 recall the Nativity story 

 recognise symbols of light in the story 

 reflect on their own experience and feelings about light. 
 

LEVEL 3  
Pupils will: 

 make links between the Nativity story, symbols and beliefs 

 describe the symbols and how light is used in the Christingle ceremony 

 identify the importance of light as a symbol. 

 reflect on their own experience and feelings about light and appreciate not all feel the 
same as them. 

 

Skills and Attitudes being developed 

 Investigation 

 Interpretation 

 Reflection 

 Empathy 

 Self-awareness 

Key Vocabulary 

 Light 

 Angel 

 Star 

 Halo 

 Christingle 

Lesson Questions 

 Why is light important? 

 What are the symbols of light in the birth 
story? 

 What is a Christingle? 

Suggested Resources 

 Pictures of the Nativity 

 Bible 

 Star, pictures of angels, candles 

 Christingle 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Points to Note 

Why is light 
important? 

Pupils should learn: 

 how light helps us 

 how light can be a 
symbol. 

Dim classroom so that candle can be 
lit safely or use suitable source of light. 

Discuss with pupils their feelings whilst 
being in the dark, why was the light 
important? 

Pupils to talk about their experiences 
of being in the dark?  Why are people 
scared of the dark?  How does the 
light squash this fear? 

Begin to introduce the symbolism of 
light: symbol for good and dark; 
symbol for bad. 

Activity:  Pupils to write about feelings 
of light and dark. This could be some 
sentences, a story or poem 
incorporating light.  Title to be ‘Light in 
the Dark’. 

 

Pupils can discuss 
feelings about light 
and dark and 
produce / help to  
piece of writing 

Writing could be completed as 
groups, a class or by individuals 
as appropriate. 

What are the 
symbols of light 
in the birth 
story? 

Pupils should learn: 

 symbols of light and 
what they mean in 
birth stories 

 ways in which light 
is used at 
Christmas. 

Show cards, pictures of Nativity 
scenes.  Pupils to pick out symbols of 
light. Go over and talk about why light 
is part of the birth story.  

Show other seasonal sources of light: 
Christmas lights etc. 

Activity:  Pupils to make a Christmas 
card showing symbols of light. 

Pupils can 
recognise symbols 
of light in the birth 
stories. 

Pupils can make a 
Christmas card. 

Symbols of light depict Christian 
ideas about Jesus. 

Star:  guiding people to Jesus 
and source of goodness coming 
into the evil world, even the 
Heavens light up for Jesus. 

Angels:  a symbol of goodness 
and of heaven. 

Halo:  also a symbol of 
goodness and holiness. 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Points to Note 

What is a 
Christingle? 

Pupils should learn: 

 about the symbols 
of a Christingle. 

Show pupils a Christingle and talk 
about the different symbols.  Link to 
idea of light and its importance in the 
birth story. 

Pupils to make a Christingle, real or 
pictorial. 

Pupils to complete assessment activity 
on symbols in the Christingle. 

 

Pupils can make a 
Christingle and 
complete 
assessment activity. 

This could be used as an 
assessment activity to see if 
pupils can recognise symbols 
and suggest meanings. 

 


