
Edmondsley Primary School – Medium Term Planning:  Mythical Creatures - Animation 

 

 Autumn 1 Year group:  2 Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum focus Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group learning (including 

differentiation opportunities) 

1 IT1 - Use technology 
purposefully to create, 
organise, store, 
manipulate and retrieve 
digital content 
 

Discuss 
examples of 
animation and 
techniques 
used. 

Show presentation (Presentation ref 202.1) and 
discuss what animation and stop frame animation is.  
 
Discuss the process of stop frame and how to achieve 
a smooth animation by using small movements and 
lots of photos e.g. 12 pictures = 1 second of film.  

Children can identify different types of animation.  
 
Children understand the process of stop frame 
animation. 
 
How have you produced that? 
 
What is Stop Frame Animation?  

2 

 

Develop their 
creatures. 
 

Talk about mythical creatures used in films and stories 
such as the Gruffalo or Shrek.  Tell the children that 
they will be creating their own dragon. 
 
In groups, ask the Children to discuss and feedback on 
some mythical creatures they like from film and 
animation.  
 
Ask the children to start planning what their creature 
will look like on paper.  Ask them to think about why 
it is mythical and what makes it so special and write 
this down on their paper. This will serve as a basis of 
the story that they will develop.  
 
Children can take photos of their work to document 
what they have created so far.  

Children develop their creature on paper. 
 
What creature have you created? 
 
What is special/ unique about your creature? 
 
 
 

3 

 

Plan the story.  In pairs, give the children a story mountain (or other 
appropriate story planner) and ask them to come up 
with a plan for their animation. 
 
Children can take photos of their work to document 
what they have created so far.  

Children are able to plan a story they can animate. 
 
What happens at the ... beginning, middle, end? 
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4 Make the 
creature and 
any 
backgrounds 

Using available material such as clay, plasticine or 
paper, ask the children to make their creature.  
 
Using Clay or Plasticine:  
The Creature must to be made so that parts of the 
body of the creature can be manipulated to simulate 
movement etc, if it’s poorly made then the legs etc 
might fall off. 
 
Using paper:  
The creature must have some moving parts like a tail, 
arms, legs, tentacles. To do this, draw the limbs 
separately, cut out and re attach to the body using 
split pins so you move the limbs in the animation. 
 
Backgrounds: 
These are just used as backdrops and can be used to 
tell the story.  
 
Children can take photos to document what they 
have created so far.  
 
NB All elements of the animations must be stored in a 
safe place until the next session. 

Children produce  creatures and backgrounds for 
their animation. 
 
Have you considered the colours of the background 
and the characters for filming? 
 
What parts of your characters move? 
 
Why have you made parts of the characters move? 
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5 Produce the 
animation.  

In this session, the children must set up their 
animation.  
 
Show children how to use Animate it.  
 
The key to a successful animation is to ensure your 
camera and your backgrounds are not moved i.e. they 
stay in exactly the same place, this can be done with 
blue-tac for the backgrounds and for the ipad use 
some masking tap to tape the ipad cover to the table.  
 
Once completed, the children can export and save 
their animation to the camera roll. 
 

Children create their own short animations? 
 
 
 

6 Children 
showcase their 
animation.  

Each group can present their animation to the whole  
class.  
 
Reflection and storytelling: 
Using Book Creator or PowerPoint (or similar) ask the 
children to write a learning journey based on what 
they have done and learnt including photos and their 
recordings. Ask the children to reflect on their 
learning successes. 
 
This video may be useful if you need to demonstrate 
the use of Book Creator: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znrlTHDzr6s 
 
 

Children present work to class. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znrlTHDzr6s
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