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 Autumn 2 Year group:  

5/6 

Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum focus Objective Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group learning (including 

differentiation opportunities) 

O
ne

 

Have an understanding 

of the use of illustration 

in children’s books. 

 

 

Discuss the use 

of illustration 

in children’s 

books. 

 

Children 

research 

illustrators and 

try and 

reproduce their 

own versions. 

Children will create a children’s book aimed at the 

KS1 age group. 

 

Show examples of children’s books and in particular 

how illustration is used to help tell the story.  

Examples could include: 

Quentin Blake – Roald Dahl 

Axel Scheffler – The Gruffalo  

Eric Carle - The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 

 http://flavorwire.com/306958/the-20-

most-beautiful-childrens-books-of-all-time  

 http://www.inspiremonkey.com/2011/03/10-

inspiring-and-amazingly-talented-children’s-

book-illustrators/ 

 http://www.imagesofdelight.com/illustrator

s_artwork.php  

 

Discuss how the use of images can add a new level 

of storytelling. 

  

Demonstrate how to use Brushes including trace and 

image, brush styles etc.  If you are unsure how to 

use Brushes see -   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwkJF2rkzPo  

 

Ask children to research illustrators that they like 

using the websites above. They must choose one 

illustrator and save a picture of their work to their 

iPad. Ask the children to use Brushes and trace this 

image using layers.  Ask the children to use the 

Children can identify illustrations and their 

importance. 

 

What is an illustration? 

 

How have you been able to recreate that 

illustration? 

 

What is a layer? 

 

How do you change your brush stroke/ colour/ 

texture?  

 

http://flavorwire.com/306958/the-20-most-beautiful-childrens-books-of-all-time
http://flavorwire.com/306958/the-20-most-beautiful-childrens-books-of-all-time
http://www.inspiremonkey.com/2011/03/10-inspiring-and-amazingly-talented-children's-book-illustrators/
http://www.inspiremonkey.com/2011/03/10-inspiring-and-amazingly-talented-children's-book-illustrators/
http://www.inspiremonkey.com/2011/03/10-inspiring-and-amazingly-talented-children's-book-illustrators/
http://www.imagesofdelight.com/illustrators_artwork.php
http://www.imagesofdelight.com/illustrators_artwork.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwkJF2rkzPo
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most appropriate brush to suit their illustrator’s 

style.  

 

Ask the children to save their work. 

T
w
o 

Children produce a 

storyboard and 

structure tools 

Children to plan 

their own story. 

 

Children 

generate a 

mind map 

detailing their 

ideas. 

 

.  

 

Tell the children they are going to create a book 

aimed at younger (year 3 or 4 for example) children 

and tell them their book must include a building, a 

mysterious animal and a secret. 

 

To help the children with making sure they fit their 

book to their audience discuss how language is 

important, look at the language used in books such 

as ‘The Gruffalo’. Children can help pick out the 

describing words and maybe think of some 

alternative words to use.  

 

Ask the children to create a mind map to help 

generate ideas using Popplet. 

 

Introduce the idea of storyboards and how they 

help plan what needs to be done.  Ask all children to 

create a storyboard with a complete narrative.   

This storyboard will illustrate how sequencing works 

as the story must be in a certain order to make any 

sense. 

Children have a plan for their story and have 

produced a storyboard to refer back to. 

 

Why have you used a storyboard? 
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T
h
re

e
 

Children to complete 

their storyboard. 

 

Introduce 

children to the 

Book Creator 

app. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask all children to finish their storyboard. 

 

Demonstrate how to use the app ‘Book Creator’ to 

create an eBook.  There is a demonstration here if 

you are unsure how to use it - 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wy2fXLBdvo  

 

Show the children how to create a new eBook and 

show them how to change the font, size and colour.  

In addition, show the children what a finished book 

(including audio) looks like when published to iBooks. 

Here is an example of an eBook published as part of 

Knowsley CLCs Young Author competition: 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/young-

authors/id796401843?ls=1&mt=11  

 

Explain to the children that they will also need to 

use the ‘Brushes’ app to add illustrations to their 

books.  Using this app children can download 

pictures from the internet and trace drawings - 

avoid allowing them to just copy and paste pictures 

straight into their book - make sure they are their 

own work. 

Children should have a clear idea of the story they 

are going to publish. 

 

Book Creator – What Font are you using?  Why 

that font?   

 

What style have you chosen for your front cover?  

Will that make it standout? 

 

Brushes – What’s a layer? 

 

Why would you use layers? 

F
ou

r 

Create book and 

illustrate 

Create book 

and illustrate.  

Children to continue creating their eBook.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wy2fXLBdvo
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/young-authors/id796401843?ls=1&mt=11
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/young-authors/id796401843?ls=1&mt=11
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F
iv
e
 

Children to add audio 

and publish their books. 

 

Children to add 

audio and 

publish their 

books. 

 

Give children a final opportunity to make any 

amendments, check spelling and punctuation as 

advised by teacher.   

 

Demonstrate how to record audio in Book Creator.  

 

Children to record their audio (preferably in a quiet 

area) using the record feature.  By asking the 

children to record their stories it means younger 

children will be able to listen to them and develop 

their own reading skills. 

 

Ask each child to publish and save their finished 

eBook. 

Books are published. 

 

How do you add audio? 

 

Why are we adding a recording? 

S
ix

 

Show tell and feedback Show tell and 

feedback 

Ask the children how their books compare to their 

storyboard?  Does it follow the storyboard or have 

they changed their story once they started writing?   

 

Show children a story mountain.  Can they identify 

each of the components within the book? 

 

Children present their finished eBooks to the class 

and provide a brief evaluation of any issues they 

encountered and any top tips they discovered.  

Children present their eBooks and evaluate their 

performance.  
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