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 Autumn 1 Year group:  4/5 Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum focus Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group 

learning (including 

differentiation opportunities) 

O
ne

 

History 
Develop use of 

appropriate subject 

terminology, such as: 

empire, civilisation, 

monarch  

LO use 
historical 
terminology  

Introduce topic of Fantastical Beasts.  Which ones have you heard 

about?  Where from? Scribe on board.  Discuss that today we will 

be sorting these mythological creatures in time and place.   

List creatures found at https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-

legends/ten-mythological-creatures-ancient-folklore-001805 

discuss civilisations these come from, including dates.  Order these 

onto a timeline using data from 

https://www.dummies.com/education/history/world-history/a-

timeline-of-world-civilizations-for-mythology/ . 

 

Year 4 :  Order civilisations on a 

timeline.  Include reference to 

mythological creature. 

 

Year 5: Order a greater variety of 

creatures, using AD and BC. 

 

T
w
o 

Geography 
Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied  

LO locate 
countries on a 
map 

Look at creatures researched from last lesson.  Discuss places 

these originated from.  Look at these countries on a map.  Ask 

children to also identify the continent.   

Discuss similarities and differences between creatures although 

the countries were very far apart. 

Look at computer images of the world.  How do you think 

information about these creatures spread?   

http://mythologian.net/mythical-creatures-ultimate-list-

mythological-creatures/ for list. 

Year 4:  Children create a key for the 

location of these creatures. 

 

Year 5: Also include continent as well 

as country which the creatures were 

found. 

T
h
re

e
 

History 
Describe some of the 

similarities and 

differences between 

different periods 

 
 

LO describe 
similarities and 
differences 

Focus on the history of dragonlore.  Discuss how the ideas of 

dragons were spread through travel by Indo-European settlers.  

Look at examples of these dragons from Norse, English and 

Germanic civilisations.  Find similarities. 

Compare these to the Chinese dragons in both appearance, 

personality and concept. 

Year 4 :  compare and contrast the 

sociological ideas of dragons from 

China to that of Europe. 

 

Year 5: Also include (in brackets) which 

countries in Europe believed this. 

F
ou

r 

Art 
Create sketch books to 

record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas 

LO record 
initial ideas 

Tell children that we will be creating a mythological creature out 

of clay.  Discuss which creatures would be more effective to 

create and which would be more difficult due to limbs/scale etc. 

Show children how to sketch with light, feathery touches of 

pencils. 

Year 4:  Use sketchbooks to draw 

possible creatures to create.  

 

Year 5: Give shaded pencil sets to add 

tone and shadow. 

https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/ten-mythological-creatures-ancient-folklore-001805
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/ten-mythological-creatures-ancient-folklore-001805
http://mythologian.net/mythical-creatures-ultimate-list-mythological-creatures/
http://mythologian.net/mythical-creatures-ultimate-list-mythological-creatures/
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F
iv
e
 

Writing Across the 

Curriculum 
Create a wanted poster 
 

LO think about 
target 
audience 
within writing 

Look at some of the creatures which children are intending to 

make.  What powers do they have?  Why are they 

dangerous/deadly?  Scribe ideas on the board.   

Look at examples of wanted posters for heroes needed to defeat 

Beowulf.  What sort of language/imagery do they use?  Discuss. 

Year 4 :  Create a wanted poster with 

the word mat given. 

 

Year 5: Design a wanted poster.  Also 

include a paragraph describing the 

event the creature is wanted because 

of. 

S
ix

 

History 
Begin to offer 

explanations about why 

people in the past acted 

as they did 

 

LO explain 
actions of 
people from 
the past 

Explore Greek mythology and the Olympics.  Explain how the games 

were to honour the god Zeus.  Why did people do this?  What were 

their reasons? 

Explore powerpoint about the initiation of the Olympics and how 

this event caused a change in Greek society. 

Children to play true or false game. 

Year 4 :  Answer retrieval and 

comprehension questions about the 

Olympics. 

 

Year 5: Answer comprehension and 

application questions about the 

Olympics. 

S
e
ve

n 

DT 
Use research and 

develop design criteria 

to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, 

appealing products that 

are fit for purpose, 

aimed at particular 

individuals or groups 

LO develop a 
design criteria 

Look at work done at  

http://www.causton.suffolk.sch.uk/2017/03/dt-making-a-greek-

mythical-creature/ to create their own creature using a 

pneumatics mechanism.  Evaluate drawing, labelling and 

explanations. 

Tell children that today they will design their very own creature in 

pairs.  Discuss need for side and front view.   

Look at possible design criteria. 

Mixed ability groups – Children to write 

their own design criteria, equipment 

and resources list. 

E
ig
h
t 

Art 
Develop confidence 

working with clay adding 

greater detail and 

texture 

 

Investigate ways of 

joining clay 

LO add detail 
and texture 
when working 
with clay 

Look at art sketches and children to choose one of their designs to 

make.  Teacher to model how to create certain shapes, pattern and 

joins.  Investigate use of water and cutting, using instruments 

given. 

Watch video at   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocAc--CQdPw 

to give top tips. 

Year 4 :  Children given tools to create 

their own creature out of clay. 

 

Year 5: A greater variety of cutting 

tools given. 

N
in
e
 

Art 
Add colour once clay is 

dried 

LO add colour 
to clay 

Examine clay creatures from last lesson.  Discuss successful joins 

and limbs that have fallen off due to lack of water/joining.   

Show paint palette of primary colours.  Discuss how to blend 

colours to make secondary and tertiary colours. 

Discuss which colours would be successful to make an eye-catching 

mythological creature. 

Year 4 :  Children paint clay creatures 

from previous lesson, mixing colours to 

desired effect. 

 

Year 5: Different paintbrushes and 

white/black paint given to tone. 

http://www.causton.suffolk.sch.uk/2017/03/dt-making-a-greek-mythical-creature/
http://www.causton.suffolk.sch.uk/2017/03/dt-making-a-greek-mythical-creature/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocAc--CQdPw
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T
e
n 

Writing Across the 

Curriculum 
Write a diary entry 

 

LO write a 
diary entry 

Look at example diary entry from a hunter trying to capture a 

mythological creature.  Discuss first person, past tense and 

context of each paragraph. 

As a class model another example, including senses, feelings and a 

range of figurative language effects. 

Year 4 :  Simplified success criteria 

given.  Word mats available. 

 

Year 5: more complex success criteria. 

E
le
ve

n 

DT 
Generate, develop, 

model and communicate 

their ideas through 

discussion, annotated 

sketches and exploded 

diagrams,  

 

LO 
communicate 
ideas through 
diagrams 

Revisit design criterias from last week.  Discuss materials which we 

have gathered and what is still needed.  

 Show examples of front and side views of designs.  Discuss 

labelling and colours used for effect. 

Look at example of designs which are overly basic and do not 

explain thoroughly enough.  Improve as a class. 

Mixed ability groups – Children 

continue their designs by drawing and 

annotating their ideas through 

sketching their designs. 

T
w
e
lv
e
 

Geography 
Follow a route on a 

large-scale map 

LO Follow a 
route 

Tell children a summary of Odysseus and his quest.  Locate Greece, 

Turkey, Sicily and Italy on a map.   

Discuss the routes taken by Odysseus around the Mediterranean 

on his quest.  Children to follow this route on a large-scale map. 

Why do you think this route was taken?  How long do you think it 

would have taken?  How long would it take now? 

Year 4 :  Large map given.  Plot route 

onto map. 

 

Year 5: offer explanation of some of 

the places which Odysseus visited. 

T
h
ir
te

e
n 

&
 

F
ou

rt
e
e
n 

DT 
Understand and use 

mechanical systems in 

their products 

LO use 
pneumatics in 
products 

Look back at design criteria and sketches.  Groups to present their 

creatures and how they are going to create their creatures. 

Look at resources gathered and discuss cutting, fixing, joining 

techniques.  How are we going to include the pneumatic mechanism? 

Model and evaluate. 

Mixed ability groups – Children use 

their designs and criteria to make 

their creature and incorporate a 

pneumatic mechanism. 


