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 Autumn 2 Year group:  

2 
Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum focus Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group learning 

(including differentiation opportunities) 

1 Geography 

Use world map, atlases and globes to 

identify the UK, countries, continents and 

oceans. 

 

LO – to identify 

where London is 

in relation to 

the rest of the 

world (including 

us). 

Introduce topic of London and explain we will be learning about 

our capital city, including important landmarks and important 

events over history such as Great Fire/Plague/WW2 etc. First 

we need to know where it is – can they recognise a blank map of 

the world? Where are we? – Guess on their own blank maps of 

the world – locate GB. Talk about the continents and oceans of 

the world and explain that we live in Europe.  

Children work individually to: 

1. Label the different oceans and continents on a 

world map.  

2. Using a map of the UK – mark on Edmondsley 

and also London, using an atlas to help. 

3. With a partner, explore the atlas and find 

other capital cities in Europe, using the key 

for a capital city to help. 

2 History 

Show where people and places fit into a 

chronological framework. 

 

Begin to use dates. 

 

Develop awareness of the past, using 

common words and phrases such as a long 

time ago, recently, when I was younger, 

years, decades, centuries. 

 

LO – To use a 

timeline to 

mark on some 

important 

events in the 

history of 

London.  

To discuss time with children and how we use a timeline to help 

us plot out historical events. Discuss AC/BC and the birth of 

Jesus. Using long border rolls to mark on different events, 

including the birth of Jesus, the start of London during Roman 

times, the Great Fire of London, the battle of Hastings and 

William the conqueror, Shakespeare, Gunpowder plot, plague, 

Blitz, now! 

Children to work individually to: 

1. Mark on different time periods on a timeline. 

2. Understand that history is plotted on a 

timeline to help us understand the order of 

events. 

3. Understand the terms AD/BC. 

4. To complete these phrases to show 

understanding of time: When I was younger… 

One year ago… 

Decades ago… 

Centuries ago… 

Recently… 

 

3 History 

Develop awareness of the past, using 

common words and phrases relating to the 

passing of time. 

 

Recognise why some events happened. 

 

Recognise what happened as a result of 

people’s actions. 

 

Identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods, 

LO – To think 

about HOW we 

find out about 

the past. To 

understand 

what life was 

like for people 

in the past. 

Each week to focus on a different event which took place in 

London – looking at information from a variety of sources 

(video/story/news report/artefact etc.) to explain what 

happened – look at why this happened and what the 

consequences were. What was life like at that time for people 

living in London? How does this differ to our lives now? 

 

Focus: Plague 

Focus: Great Fire of London 

Focus: Gunpowder plot 

Focus: Blitz 

Focus: now 

 

Children to work individually and in pairs to: 

1. Create diary entries, which tell us something 

about a period in history. 

2. Sequence events, which lead up to and follow 

the historical period. 

3. Link writing in English to historical time 

periods.  

4. Complete comprehensions, which show 

understanding of why events happened and 

what is was like. 

5. Use timelines to plot on times throughout 

history. 
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5 including their own lives. 

 

Understand ways in which we find out about 

the past, e.g. artefacts, pictures, stories 

and websites. 

Ask and begin to answer questions about 

events such as When? What happened? 

What was it like? 

 

 

6. Understand the different ways in which 

historians collect information about the past. 
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