
Music for the Ancient Egyptians. 

 

Learning outcomes 

 To play tuned and untuned percussion instruments with 

control and rhythmic accuracy. 

 To develop rhythmic material. 

 To organise musical ideas within musical structures. 

 To practise, rehearse and present performances. 

 

Overview of task. 

To create a ceremonial rhythmic piece to honour the Gods. 

 

1. Discuss the array of Gods and Goddesses worshipped by the 

Ancient Egyptians, and why each was worshipped. 

 

2. Explain we are going to write a ceremonial piece of music to 

honour one of the Gods/Goddesses. Decide as a class which you 

are going to honour and why! 

E.g. Re (The Sun God) 

 

3. Brainstorm words and phrases that could be used in 

association with the chosen God. 

E.g.                                          Re 

sun    powerful     warm   people      great   mighty      worship    

honour    important    hot/heat     shine     sky    high     

kindness      ruler   orange     yellow     red 

 

4. In pairs, children create a short sentence or phrase, using 

the ideas on the board, to honour the God. 

E.g.        

 Great God Re 

 We worship you and honour you. 

 Ruler of the sky. 

 God of all the sky. 

 All-powerful Re. 

 



Collect these phrases on the board. Choose about 4-6 to create 

a chant. Order the chosen phrases, then practise chanting it all 

together, in a steady rhythmic way. 

 

5. Encourage children to clap a steady pulse, and fit the chant 

to this steady beat. Split into 2 groups, group 1 chants, group 2 

claps the pulse. Swap over, then try everyone chanting and 

capping at the same time. Show the notation below to get the 

idea that music can be written down! 

 

    

Great  God  Re  - 

Ruler  Of the  Sky  -  We 

honour You and worship You  

All  Powerful  Re  - 
 

Rehearse this until everyone is confident, keeps to the steady 

pulse, doesn’t get faster/slower etc. 

 

6. Start to add percussion. 

 Look at a selection of untuned metal and wooden 

percussion instruments. Try the different sounds. Which 

could be used to replace the clapping to play the steady 

pulse? 

 Split into 3 groups. Group 1 chant, group 2 clap the pulse 

as before, group 3 play the pulse on the chosen 

instruments. Check everyone is happy with the sound 

chosen, and then swap the groups round so everyone gets 

a turn at everything. 

(Tip – keep an eye open to see who is good at keeping the 

steady pulse.) 

 

7. Add a rhythmic ostinato (repeated pattern) 

 Go back to the original chant (notation as above). 

Choose a word or phrase (e.g. Great God Re). Clap this 



pattern, quietly saying the words, repeating several 

times. 

Great 

 

 

 

 

God 

 

 

 

Re 

 

 

- 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

 

Great 

 

 

 

 

God 

 

 

 

 

Re 

 

- 

 

 

- 
 

 Split into 3 groups. Group 1 chant, group 2 play the 

steady pulse on the chosen instrument as before, 

group 3 clap the ostinato, saying the words quietly in 

your head. 

(Tip – start pulse first, then add the ostinato, listen/feel how 

it fits together, then add chant) 

 Swap groups around as before, so everyone has a go at 

everything. Try using a child as conductor, indicating 

when each group should start to play, and when to stop! 

 Change the ostinato clap for instruments – as before, 

look at a selection of instruments, try out sounds and 

then choose what would work well with the pattern and 

the instruments already chosen for the pulse. 

 Split into 3 groups as before, with the ostinato group 

using instruments instead of clapping. 

(Tip – encourage the children to listen to the whole piece 

working together, not just their own bit. They need to play at 

the same time as the rest of the group, and not overpower the 

piece by playing too loudly.) 

 

8. A further rhythmic ostinato can be added. 



 Repeat as for step 7, choosing another word or phrase, 

e.g. Ruler of the Sky. 

Ruler  

 

Of the Sky  

 

- 

 

 Split into 4 groups. Group 1 chant, group 2 play pulse on 

chosen instruments, group 3 play ostinato 1 on chosen 

instruments, group 4 play ostinato 2 on chosen 

instruments. Continue as in step 7, taking each part 

slowly! Gradually build the piece up. 

 

 

9. Add a melodic ostinato or pulse. 

Pulse. 

 Look at one of the larger tuned percussion instruments 

(wooden notes – xylophone, metal notes – glockenspiel) 

 To add a pulse, choose 2 notes e.g. A and D. Play these 

alternately to match the pulse. (Try different notes) 

 

A D A D 

Great  God  Re  - 

Ruler  Of the  Sky  -  We 

honour You and worship You  

All  Powerful  Re  - 
 

 As before, split into groups, but have someone try to 

play the melodic pulse on the tuned instrument  

(Tip - use more than one instrument, the bigger ones give a 

deeper, richer sound) 

 

 

Ostinato 

 As for the rhythmic ostinato, but use tuned percussion 

instead of untuned. Again, for simplicity, choose 2 

notes, but check all agree the notes ‘sound ok’ when 



played at the same time as the pulse notes. (Could try 

using the same notes?) 

Eg 

Ruler  

 

A    A 

 

 

 

Of the 

 

A    A 

 

 

 

Sky 

 

D  

- 

 

- 

 

 

- 
 

(Tip – ant                      -  beetle  ) 

 

(Tip – allocate one note to ‘ant’ e.g. A, and the other to 

‘beetle’ e.g. D)  

 

 

10. DO NOT try to do this all in one afternoon! Take it 

slowly. If all is going well, you could get to step 7 or 8 in 

one long session, but it will benefit from a slower 

approach. 

Steps 8 and 9 could be thought of as extensions. 

A further extension could be for the children to create 

their own piece for a different God/Goddess.   

(LAP – create a piece using chant/pulse/rhythmic 

ostinato. 

MAP – create a piece using chant/pulse/rhythmic ostinato 

x2 

HAP – create a piece using chant/pulse/rhythmic ostinato 

x2/melodic pulse or ostinato) 

 

Regardless of how far you take this, the element of 

performance is important. 

 How will the group/class arrange themselves? (What 

will the audience see?) 

 How will the piece begin/end? (What will the audience 

hear?) 



 Should parts of the piece be loud/ soft/ fast/slow? 

(What will the audience feel?) 

 

The finished piece should be performed to someone! (Other 

class in year group perhaps?) It could maybe be incorporated 

into any drama/playscripts work. 


