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What are the themes of Christmas? 

Y5/6 Autumn 2 
 

RE PLANS: WHAT IS THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS? 
 

Knowledge and Understanding / Critical Thinking / Personal Reflection 
(see pages 5-7 of the Agreed Syllabus) 

 

Key Question: 
 

What are the themes of Christmas? 
 

Year Group:   5/6 
Term:   Autumn 2 Year A 
Number of hours:  4 (approx.) 

Core Knowledge and Understanding based on the 4 RE concepts 
 
 

The Big Picture 
 

 Pupils will be introduced to differences between celebrations and understanding of 
Christmas from secular and religious viewpoints.   

 They will learn about some of the themes of Christmas which are common to both 
secular and religious understanding eg love, peace, light over darkness, goodwill, joy, 
giving. 

 They will explore their own feelings and understanding about the themes of Christmas. 

 They will consider whether Christmas should be celebrated by all regardless of faith. 
 

Pitch of Work and Assessment 
 
LEVEL 2 
Pupils will:  
 

 identify some beliefs, practices and themes connected with Christmas eg love, peace, 
light over darkness, goodwill, joy, giving 

 suggest meaning in the Christmas story 

 reflect on their own experiences and feelings of others in relation to the significance and 
importance of Christmas and be aware of other people’s feelings  

 give views and simple reason to the question “Is Christmas for everyone?”. 
 

LEVEL 3  
Pupils will: 
 

 describe and make links between themes of Christmas eg love, peace, light over 
darkness, goodwill, joy giving and story of Christmas 

 reflect on their own experiences and ideas about the significance and importance of 
Christmas, appreciating that not everyone feels the same as them 

 give views and plausible reason to the question “Is Christmas for everyone?”. 
 
LEVEL 4 
Pupils will:  
 

 show understanding of the key themes of love, peace, light over darkness, goodwill, joy, 
giving from Christmas story, connecting with how both Christians and non-Christians 
celebrate this festival 

 reflect on own feelings, ideas and experiences about these themes and develop 
empathy for those with differing experiences 

 give views and sound reason to the question “Is Christmas for everyone?”. 
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Skills and Attitudes being developed 
 

  

Key Vocabulary 
 

 Secular 

 Love, giving, peace, goodwill, joy 

Lesson Questions 
 

 What are the themes of Christmas? 

 How can we see the themes of 
Christmas in the birth stories?  

 How are the themes of Christmas 
important today? 

 

Suggested Resources 
 

 Christmas music 

 Christmas objects 

 Gospel accounts on sheets 

 Art materials 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities Learning Outcomes Points to Note 

What are the themes 
of Christmas? 

Pupils should learn: 

 how Christmas is 
celebrated as both a 
religious and secular 
festival 

 about some themes 
of Christmas. 

Explain what is meant by non-
religious / secular. 

Play 8-10 examples of 
Christmas carols as well as 
Christmas songs - Slade, 
Wizard, John Lennon (War is 
Over), ‘Do they know it’s 
Christmas?’ 

Pupils to write down whether the 
songs are religious, non-
religious or both / not sure?  Go 
over and discuss particularly the 
John Lennon (War is Over) and 
‘Do they know it’s Christmas’.  
Ask the question “Why do some 
people say that these songs are 
both secular and religious?” 

Start to write some of these 
themes on the board. 

In groups, pupils take part in 
object and Christmas card sort - 
Religious/Non-Religious/ 
Question Mark. 

Go over as class. What themes 
can they see? 

Put in books title ‘Celebration of 
Christmas’.  Write the title of one 
religious song, one non-religious 
song and one which merges 
both.  

Take part in quiz activities. 

Produce celebrations of 
Christmas work. 

This lesson introduces the 
idea that some practices, 
songs etc can be linked to 
a religious understanding 
of Christmas eg peace, 
giving, goodwill for all 
people. 

Objects eg Christmas 
cards, Advent crown, 
nativity objects, star, 
Christmas tree, presents, 
holly, carol sheet, tinsel, 
Father Christmas etc. 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities Learning Outcomes Points to Note 

Higher ability pupils should write 
a sentence to say why.  Do the 
same for objects (could draw the 
object). 

Summarise and discuss as 
class: what are some of the 
themes we have discussed? 
Produce spider diagram of 
themes identified. 

How can we see the 
themes of 
Christmas in the 
birth stories? 

Pupils should learn: 

 to make links 
between themes and 
Matthew and Luke 
birth stories. 

Recap on last week and write up 
themes.   

On the whiteboard have a 
section from Luke’s gospel - as a 
class underline which verses 
relate to the themes they have 
learnt about. 

In pairs pupils to be given one or 
both of the gospel accounts.  
Read the account carefully and 
underline and annotate. 

Go over as class.  In books title 
‘Themes at Christmas and links 
to birth story’.  Pupils to choose 
3 or 4 themes and in boxes write 
2/3 sentences showing how the 
theme can be seen in the story.  
This can be illustrated with 
symbols either from the birth 
story or from Christmas 
celebrations. 

 

Annotate the birth story 
with themes. 

In books complete task 
showing links between 
themes and story. 

For example Luke’s 
gospel 2 v10 (joy) and 2 
v14 (peace). 

A4 copy stuck on A3 sheet 
- give pupils coloured 
pencils so they can 
annotate different themes 
in different colours. 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities Learning Outcomes Points to Note 

How are the themes 
of Christmas 
important today? 

Pupils should learn: 

 how themes are 
understood and 
practised in our 
secular society today 

 how themes are 
understood and 
practiced in 
Christianity today 

 to relate themes to 
own experiences. 

Recap and put up the themes.  
Ask the question “How do 
people give at Christmas?”  Talk 
about presents, giving to charity, 
but also people giving time eg 
Crisis at Christmas (donation of 
goats instead of Christmas 
cards).  Talk about responses to 
giving at Christmas for both 
Christians and non-Christians. 

Ask the question “How is there 
peace at Christmas?”  Discuss 
and unpack ideas with pupils, 
including looking at some 
Christmas cards and symbols 
connected with peace.  Talk 
about responses to peace at 
Christmas for both Christians 
and non-Christians. 

Unpack other themes in a similar 
way. 

Pupils to think about what 
colours, shapes and symbols 
can be used to represent some 
or all of these themes. 

Pupils to use this thinking to 
produce a poster/window called 
themes of Christmas today.  This 
should use examples from 
Christmas in both a religious and 
non-religious context. 

Produce artwork on the 
themes of Christmas. 
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Key Questions Learning Objectives Possible Teaching Activities Learning Outcomes Points to Note 

Discuss the questions “Is 
Christmas for everyone?” and 
“Does Christmas make a 
difference?”.  Encourage 
students to give their views. 

 

 


