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 Autumn 2 Year group:  

4/5 
Lesson composition 

Lesson Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group learning (including 

differentiation opportunities) 

O
ne

 

LO investigate 

the term 

Advent. 

Share with pupils a variety of Advent calendars.  Talk about Advent as a 

period of preparation for Christmas.  Ask pupils how they prepare for 

Christmas, what do they do?  How do they feel?  Group the children and 

give each one an Advent calendar and ask them to note the different 

images displayed behind the doors.  Introduce which symbols are 

Christian and which are not. 

Individually, children to: 

1. Define what Advent means to them. 

2. Define what Advent means to Christians. 

3. Discuss the images/symbols which they have 

investigated and explain them. 

T
w
o 

LO Reflect on 

how Christians 

use colour for 

different 

celebrations. 

Discuss how Advent is a period of preparation for all people at Christmas 

but also a period of preparation within the Church also.   

Show purple cloth and stole.  Discuss the colour purple as a symbol for 

Lent and Advent because it is seen as a solemn colour and the colour for 

god.   

Look at other colours used throughout the year and discuss their 

meaning.  Why do you think they change? 

Individually, children to: 

1. Create a colour wheel for the Christian year, 

matching the colours to the different occasions. 

2. Understand how the colours are represented 

throughout the clothes worn and within the church. 

3. Explain the use of these colours. 

 

T
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LO Understand 

the meaning of 

Isaiah for 

Christians 

Introduce the idea that Jewish people were awaiting a saviour who would 

help them.  Read passage with the pupils, pupils to study their passage 

and highlight words of interest.  Go over the meaning of the identified 

words and relate to Christian beliefs of Jesus. 

Isaiah 9, verses 2, 6 and 7. 

This passage prophesies the coming saviour who will bring light to a dark 

world and who will reign supreme, bringing everlasting peace.  Christians 

interpret this as prophesising the coming of Jesus who they see as the 

saviour of the world.  This is similar to the period of Advent. 

  Individually, children to: 

1. Decorate the passages from Isaiah with 

appropriate symbols and pictures relating to the 

passage. 

2. Discuss the images they have drawn to a partner, 

explaining their choices. 

F
ou

r 

LO To explore 

how Christians 

prepare for 

Advent  

Go through some ways in which Christians celebrate Advent. Discuss the 

significance of the four Sundays before Christmas and the purple 

candles which are burnt at these times.  Also discuss the advent candle.  

Look at the white candle in the middle, known as the Christ candle.    

Individually, children to: 

1. Create a drawing of the advent wreath. 

2. Label the advent wreath. 

3. Explain the significance of each of the features. 
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The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 
 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

F
iv
e
 

LO discuss how 

reflection is 

important in 

religion 

Discuss what we have learnt so far about Advent.  Explain why it is important 
to Christians and how it is celebrated.  Watch video at    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w  which reminds children 
of the season and significance of Advent for Christians. 

Writing across the curriculum 

Individually, children to: 
1. Create a fact-file about Advent.  Including an 

explanation, labelled diagram and fascinating facts 

boxes. 

2. Present their fact files to the class. 

S
ix

 Visit to local Church to see Advent in context 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eC0FGQLBp7w

