
MEDIUM-TERM PLANNING: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
  TERM:    Autumn 1 2018      YEAR GROUP: 4/5 

KEY QUESTION: 

How and why do Sikhs worship in the Gurdwara? 

      ELEMENTS 
Knowledge and Understanding 

Critical Thinking 

Personal Reflection 

 

      CONCEPTS 
Authority 

Belief    

Expressions of Belief 

 

SKILLS/ ATTITUDES 
Investigation, Enquiry,  

Open-mindedness, Reflection 

and response 

 

     The BIG Picture: 
This Unit will build on prior learning by year 5 children about the Gurus, their 
teachings and The 5 K’s. For Year 4 children this will be their introduction to 
Sikhism.  
 
Knowledge and Understanding -Pupils will learn what worship looks like in the Gurdwara, 

investigating ritual and common practises there 
Critical thinking – Pupils will have the opportunity to interpret different practises comparing 

them to other religions they have studied. 

Personal Reflection - They will reflect on the different ceremonies/rituals in their own 

lives and develop further open-mindedness about other religions. 
 

Pitch of the Unit:  
1. What is a Gurdwara? Look at powerpoint of visual images of Gurdwara from 

around the world. Explain these are places of worship for Sikhs. Make links to 

Hind Mandir and Christian Churches. Discuss Guru Granth Sahib….recap that is 

the final Guru after the 10 and is used as the ultimate guide for Sikhs. Discuss 

reverence paid to the book and that anywhere it resides can become a 

Gurdwara. 

2. Read Big Book and watch video clip of different sections of the Gurdwara and 

what happens there. Prayer hall, Nishan Sahib, Meeting area, private room, 

shoe storage, kitchen, Guru Granth Sahib, Ik Onkar. Discuss and relate to 

buildings they are familiar with. Children then design their own Gurdwara to 

include and annotate the different areas to demonstrate their understanding.  

3. What does worship look like? Watch video clip of worship showing reverence, 

cleaning, removing shoes, covering head, bowing towards the holy book, singing, 

listening to hymns. Create flow diagram to show the order and nature of events.  

4. Focus on the Sikh concept of God as creator, sustainer, without image, 

described in the Mool Mantar and symbolised in the Ik Onkar. Consider why 

there are no priests and who the granthi and giani are.  

5. Research in books and online different Gudwaras collecting information and 

plotting/labelling on world map with brief description. Shared activity to create 

our own Gurdwara for wall an informative display recording our learning. 

6. Visit to a Gurdwara to experience much of the above at first hand and have the 

chance to ask and answer related questions. 

 



EXPECTATIONS 
At the end of this unit: 

Most children will…… 

    Identify key areas and artefacts in a Gurdwara. 

They will evaluate why Sikhs choose to worship in this way. 

They will reflect on special ceremonies in their own lives, finding  

similarities and differences.  

 

Some children will not have made such progress but will… 

   Identify that Sikhs worship in a Gurdwara and will be able to name  

   some of the artefacts used. 

They will consider how Sikhs worship and compare this to other religions. 

   They will reflect on ceremonies they have experienced in their own lives. 

 

Some children will have progressed further and will be able to…….  

Explain the relevance and religious reasons linked to different parts of  

the Gurdwara, finding similarities between these and other religions and 

their own beliefs. 

   Interpret the Sikh way of life as compared to other religious ways of                                       

living, and their own – considering the challenges. 

   Reflect on the specific morals and beliefs, comparing these with their     

own lives, pointing out similarities and differences.  

 

Lesson Questions: 

What is a GURDWARA? 

What happens there? 

How is it similar/different to other places of worship? 

Why are there no priests? 

What is Mool Mantar and Ik Onkar? 

What does Sikh worship look like? 

Why are shoes removed and heads covered? 
 

Key Vocabulary: Gurdwara, Mool Mantar, Deity, Ik Onkar, Khanda, Langar, 

Sangat, Granthi, Guru Granth Sahib, Nishan DSahib, Giani, Reverence 

 

Resources:  

WWW, Twinkl powerpoint, BBC DVD, Sikh textbooks, Visit to Gurdwara 
 

 


