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 Summer 1 Year group:  

4/5 
Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum 

focus 

Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning 

 

Independent and group learning 

(including differentiation 

opportunities) 

 

O
ne

 

Recognise that 
living things can 
be grouped in a 
variety of ways 
(Focus on 
animals) 

LO group 

organisms 

Give children a range of cards with different living creatures on.  Discuss 

how we can group these animals based on their characteristics.  Explain 

the use of kingdom (5 different groups) then classes (big groups and 

contain within them smaller groupings called orders, families, genera and 

species.) 

As a class, sort animals into different classes, explaining choices for 

sorting. 

Year 4 :  children complete the cloze to 
define a kingdom and a class.  Then sort 
animals into the six classes given. 
 
Year 5: As above but 8 classes given.  
Bullet point what makes them belong to 
this class. 

 

T
w
o 

Explore and use 
classification 
keys to help 
group, identify 
and name a 
variety of living 
things in their 
local and wider 
environment 
(Focus on 
plants) 

LO use 

classification 

keys 

Revisit learning from yesterday.  Discuss how we can define what class an 

organism belongs to based on their characteristics.  Look at branching 

diagram.  How could we use this to help us figure out the name of the 

organism?  As a class go through examples. 

Extend to more complex branching diagram and complete. 

Year 4 :  children find names of 
organisms based on questions.   
 
Year 5: As above but more complex 
branching diagram given. 
 
 
 
As a class, go outside and find 
organisms.  How can we put these into a 
branching diagram based on their 
characteristics? 
 

T
h
re

e
 

Describe the life 
process of 
reproduction in 
some plants and 
animals 

LO 

understand 

reproduction 

in plants 

Watch video at BBC science clips about parts of a flower.  Discuss and 

define different parts and their functions.  Describe this as asexual 

reproduction.  Illustrate how new plants are formed by the dividing of 

cells to form clones of parent plants, show spider plant and others which 

use this type of reproduction. 

Year 4:  children to label parts of a 
flower and explain how these lead to 
reproduction.  Children to finish 
sentence to describe asexual 
reproduction. 
 
Year 5: As above but use more complex 
keywords given (e.g.gametes) 
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F
ou

r 
Describe the 

changes as 

humans develop 

to old age 
 

LO 

understand 

the human 

life cycle 

Investigate the human life cycle from conception to old age.  Discuss the 

different stages of development for humans. 

Look at main stages of growth in human.  Record as a bar chart for 

weight and height.  Is this different between men and women?  Discuss 

why.  What else changes as we get older.  Discuss how the cycle is for 

the species and not for the individual.  

Year 4 Record weight and height of a 
man for different stages of his life. 
 
Year 5   Record weight and height of a 
man and woman for different stages of 
their lives.  Compare. 
 

F
iv
e
 

Describe simple 

functions of 

the basic parts 

of the 

digestive 

system in 

humans  

LO Label and 

describe the 

functions of 

the digestive 

system. 

Ask children what happens to food once we eat it?  Illicit understanding of 
digestion.  Show diagram of human digestive system and children to label, 
describing each part of the digestion process.   
Show video of the journey of food, discuss and question to further 
understanding.  Split class into small groups.  They are to act out stages of 
digestion. 

Year 4 Cut and stick activity, matching 
part of digestion to description. 
 
Year 5 Add a description to each of the 
parts of the digestion system. 
 

S
ix

 

Identify types 

of teeth in 

humans and 

their functions 

LO name and 

discuss teeth 

in humans 

Play BBC science clips to match sets of teeth to the animal.  Discuss how 
teeth have functions and define types of teeth, children record these into 
books. 
Look at a variety of teeth from herbivores and carnivores.  How do you know?  
Extend to omnivores.  How are these sets of teeth different/similar? 
 

Year 4 Produce fact files for the different 
types of teeth. 
 
Year 5 Label teeth and write own 
explanation. 
 

S
e
ve

n 

Construct and 

interpret a 

variety of food 

chains, 

identifying 

producers, 

predators and 

prey  

LO create 

and discuss 

food chains 

Revisit herbivore, carnivore and omnivore from last lesson.  Also define 
producer, predator and prey.  Show simplified food chain.  Label producer, 
predator and prey.  Ask children if they can think of a longer food chain – 
illustrate these as a class. 
Show incomplete food chains, children to complete.  Extend to inter-related 
food chains and discuss what happens if a level of the food chain becomes 
extinct.   

Year 4 Cut and stick a variety of given 
organisms into food chains, label these 
with correct terminology.  
 
Year 5 Produce own food chains and 
discuss what happens if a level of the 
food chain becomes extinct.  
 


