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 Autumn 1 Year group:  2 Lesson composition 

Lesson Curriculum focus Learning 

objective 

Whole class teaching and learning Independent and group learning (including 

differentiation opportunities) 

1 History 

Identify similarities and 

differences between ways of 

life in different periods, 

including their own lives. 

 

LO – to identify 

how our homes are 

different from 

castles in the past. 

Introduce topic of Dungeons and Dragons.  Discuss ‘castles’ 

and talk about the house castle teams – why were they 

chosen? Look at castles from the past. What are the main 

features of castles? Label pictures of castles with their 

main features. 

 

Children work in partners to: 

1. Label the different features of a castle.  

2. Build different features out of Lego to consolidate their 

understanding.  

 

 

2 History 

Develop awareness of the past 

using common words and 

phrases relating to the passing 

of time. 

Choose and use stories to show 

an understanding of events. 

Show where people and places 

fit into a chronological 

framework. 

 

LO – To understand 

why the battle of 

Hastings took place 

and how William 

influenced our 

castles.  

Look at the period of time around 1066 – William the 

Conqueror – what happened in his battle? Discuss the 

Bayeaux Tapestry and it’s depictions. Watch the animated 

Bayeaux Tapestry. Discuss the Motte and Bailey castles 

that William introduced upon first arriving in England. 

Children to work in pairs to: 

1. Retell the story of William in battle with Harold.  

2. Order the sequence of events that took place leading up to 

the battle of Hastings.  

 

3 Geography 

Use world map, atlases and 

globes to identify the UK, 

countries, continents and 

oceans. 

 

LO To locate 

England on a world 

map and to know 

the continent we 

are in. 

Look at a map of the world – where are we? Look at where 

the castles are in the local area – what is the symbol for a 

castle? Look at the castles for our house teams – where 

are they? 

Children work independently to: 

1. Label the continents and oceans on a world map. 

2. Identify the UK on a world map. 

3. Mark on where our house castles are on a map of the North 

East. 

4 Geography 

Use world map, atlases and 

globes to identify the UK, 

countries, continents and 

oceans. 

 

LO – To think about 

the location of 

castles and why 

this is important. 

Draw castles on a simple map with a key, noting the 

features, which will help in battle. Look at a simple map 

with different geographical features. Where would you 

build your castle and why? 

Children work individually to: 

1. Draw their castle on a map. 

2. Write a key to show the different parts of the 

castle. 

3. Write an explanation as to why they chose the 

castle to sit in this location.  
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5/6 History 

Understand ways in which we 

find out about the past. Begin 

to use dates. 

LO – to compare 

castles then and 

now. What are 

castles used for 

now? 

To talk about the use of castle in the past compared with 

now. What are the different jobs that people had in 

castles in the past? Transport back to 1275 medieval times 

– what would it be like to work in a castle? What different 

jobs were there? 

Children work in pairs to: 

1. Find out about life and jobs in a medieval castle. 

2. Compare and contrast modern jobs, which weren’t 

around in medieval times.   

HISTORICAL WRITING ACTIVITY 

7 VISIT TO A CASTLE/KEEP TO CONSOLIDATE LEARNING.  


